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GRSB BACKGROUND

T
he Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (GRSB) is a multi-stakeholder initiative 

with representation from across the value chain and beef production and consumption 

regions throughout the world. Through the process of broad-based engagement and 

various internal and external reviews, the Principles and Criteria contained in this document 

ZHUH�GHYHORSHG�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�GH¿QH�JOREDO�VXVWDLQDEOH�EHHI�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQ�DQG�
vision of the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef.

VISION
We envision a world in which all aspects of the beef value chain are environmentally sound, socially responsible and 

economically viable.

MISSION
The mission of the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef is to advance continuous improvement in global beef value 

chain sustainability, through leadership, science, and multi-stakeholder engagement and collaboration.



This document was created in English, and the English version is authoritative. Translations 

exist in Spanish and Portuguese for ease of distribution to a wider audience, but in the event 

RI�D�GLVFUHSDQF\�EHWZHHQ�YHUVLRQV��WKH�(QJOLVK�YHUVLRQ�LV�UHJDUGHG�DV�RI¿FLDO�{ {Principles & Criteria for Defining Global Sustainable Beef

WHAT ARE PRINCIPLES & CRITERIA?
7KLV�GRFXPHQW�GH¿QLQJ�*56%¶V�YLHZ�RI�VXVWDLQDEOH�EHHI�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�EH�KLJK�OHYHO��DQG�WR�EXLOG�XSRQ�RXU�YLVLRQ�DQG�PLVVLRQ�
(our objectives). It therefore addresses the levels of Principles and Criteria and deliberately avoids the equally important, but 

PRUH�FRQWH[W�VSHFL¿F�OHYHOV�RI�Indicators, Metrics or Practices. 
7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH��ZKLOH�D�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�VXVWDLQDEOH�EHHI�DW�WKLV�KLJK�OHYHO�PD\�KDYH�JOREDO�YDOLGLW\��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�DW�WKH�ORZHU�OHYHO��
FRQWH[W�VSHFL¿F�HOHPHQWV�LQFOXGLQJ�,QGLFDWRUV�DQG�0HWULFV�DUH�RQO\�DSSOLFDEOH�LQ�D�QDUURZ�UDQJH�RI�HQYLURQPHQWV�DQG�V\VWHPV�
and therefore need to be developed at the local level. Work is underway in various countries and regions to determine what is 

ORFDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WR�¿W�XQGHU�WKH�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�&ULWHULD�SUHVHQWHG�KHUH��DQG�*56%�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�QDWLRQDO�DQG�UHJLRQ-

al groups to extend this work.  

OBJECTIVE = OUR MISSION:  
This document focuses on the next two (Principles and Criteria). Indicators 
and means of verification will be produced by regional groups.

PRINCIPLES:  
What are we fundamentally trying to do?  What is our intent?

CRITERIA:  
What conditions need to be met to achieve the principle?

INDICATORS:  
What are we going to measure?

MEANS OF VERIFICATION:  
How do we verify the outcomes?
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OBJECTIVES
The mission of the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef is to advance continuous improvement in global beef 

value chain sustainability.

PRINCIPLES
Principles are broad statements of objectives, covering essential elements of sustainable beef value chains. They 

help to elaborate the objectives of GRSB.

CRITERIA
Criteria are achieved to meet principles, or are conditions that need to be met in order to adhere to a principle. A criterion 

is an element or set of conditions or processes by which a system characteristic is judged. It adds meaning and the ability to 

FODVVLI\�WR�D�SULQFLSOH��ZLWKRXW�LWVHOI�EHLQJ�D�PHDVXUH�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH��(DFK�FULWHULRQ�UHODWHV�WR�D�VSHFL¿F�HOHPHQW�RI�VXVWDLQ-

ability, and clearly to one of the principles.

PROCESS FOR REGIONAL GROUPS
7KH�SURFHVV�IURP�KHUH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�PRUH�FRQWH[W�VSHFL¿F�HOHPHQWV��LV�IRU�1DWLRQDO�RU�5HJLRQDO�JURXSV�WR�DOLJQ�
ZLWK�WKH�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�&ULWHULD�DQG�IRUPXODWH�SODQV�IRU�WKHLU�UHJLRQ�DV�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�PRUH�FRQWH[W�VSHFL¿F�HOHPHQWV��
7KLV�ZLOO�EH�IXOO\�GHVFULEHG�LQ�*XLGHOLQHV�IRU�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�1DWLRQDO�,QGLFDWRUV�
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PREAMBLE
The Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef recognizes that the global beef industry plays an important role in the lives of 

the people and communities who produce and consume beef; the well-being of the animals under our care; the management 

RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�LQ�HI¿FLHQWO\�PHHWLQJ�WKH�JURZLQJ�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ¶V�GHPDQG�IRU�DQLPDO�SURWHLQ�

CORE PRINCIPLES FOR SUSTAINABLE BEEF 
PRODUCTION AND DELIVERY
�7KH�RUGHU�RI�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�UHÀHFW� 
prioritization, as all are of equal importance.)

 1. Natural Resources

 2. People and the Community

 3. Animal Health & Well-being

 4. Food

� ���(I¿FLHQF\�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ

THE TRIPLE-BOTTOM LINE APPROACH 
Underpinning our principles and criteria is the triple-bottom-line approach that balances environment, social, 

and economic considerations and the requirement that a sustainable beef value chain respects national and 

international laws that govern the activities of beef value chain participants. 

Economically 
 Viable

Environmentally 
 Sound

Socially
Responsible

SUSTAINABLE
BEEF

SUSTAINABLE
BEEF
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PLANET, PEOPLE, ANIMALS & PROGRESS{ {

SUMMARY DEFINITION
7KH�*OREDO�5RXQGWDEOH�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�%HHI�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�HDFK�SULQFLSOH�LV�D�FULWLFDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�GH¿QLWLRQ�
for global sustainable beef production and delivery; however, we are conscious of the need to easily communicate our 

GH¿QLWLRQ�WR�VWDNHKROGHUV�ERWK�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�WKH�JOREDO�EHHI�YDOXH�FKDLQ��7KH�VXPPDU\�GH¿QLWLRQ�LV�DV�IROORZV�

:H�GH¿QH�VXVWDLQDEOH�EHHI�DV�D�VRFLDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH��HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�VRXQG�DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�YLDEOH�SURGXFW�WKDW� 
prioritizes Planet��UHOHYDQW�SULQFLSOHV��1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV��(I¿FLHQF\�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ��3HRSOH�DQG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\���
People��UHOHYDQW�SULQFLSOHV��3HRSOH�DQG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�DQG�)RRG���Animals��UHOHYDQW�SULQFLSOH��$QLPDO�+HDOWK�DQG�
:HOIDUH���DQG�3URJUHVV��UHOHYDQW�SULQFLSOHV��1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV��3HRSOH�DQG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\��$QLPDO�+HDOWK�DQG� 
:HOIDUH��)RRG��(I¿FLHQF\�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ��
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SCOPE
This document does not extend to metrics or prescriptive management practices; how-

ever, we recognize that associated performance outcomes, rather than identical systems 

by type (e.g. intensive or extensive) are the basis for comparisons and recommendations, 

and that performance outcomes therefore form a part of local-level indicator devel-

opment. Continuous improvement is explicit in our mission, and combined with the 

high-level nature of these principles and criteria, precludes the setting of benchmarks.

Realizing that each segment of the beef value chain has shared responsibility toward 

beef sustainability, it is expected that these principles and criteria be applied across the 

HQWLUH�EHHI�YDOXH�FKDLQ�IURP�IDUP�WR�UHWDLO��LQFOXGLQJ�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�¿QDQFLHUV�
DQG�OHJDO�DGYLVRUV��+RZHYHU��FULWHULD�DUH�OLPLWHG�LQ�WKHLU�VFRSH�WR�LVVXHV�XQGHU�WKH�GLUHFW�
control of the beef value chain.

INTENDED PURPOSE
*56%�GRHV�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�VHW�VWDQGDUGV�RU�WR�FUHDWH�D�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�SURJUDP��EXW�WR�SURYLGH�
a common baseline understanding of sustainable beef that national roundtables and other 

initiatives can use to meet their needs. 

+RZHYHU��*56%�H[SHFWV�WKDW�WKHVH�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�FULWHULD�ZLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�EDVHOLQH�
GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG�FRPPRQ�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�VXFK�LQLWLDWLYHV��:H�IXOO\�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW��JLYHQ�
the diversity of beef production systems around the world, local, national and regional 

interpretation must take place. 

GRSB has agreed that the next steps will include the development of more regional- 

VSHFL¿F�LQGLFDWRUV��EXW�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�GHYHORS�D�VHDO��FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�FRPSDUDEOH� 
standard for sustainable beef.

www.grsbeef.org
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The global beef value chain manages natural resources responsibly and enhances ecosystem health. 

INTENT
This principle is based on the concept that ecosystem processes are managed through adoption of practices designed 

to sustain and restore ecosystem health throughout the beef production system. Such practices enhance biodiversity 

DQG�SURYLGH�HFRV\VWHP�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�FDUERQ�VHTXHVWUDWLRQ��ZDWHU�UHFKDUJH��¿OWUDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��UHVRXUFH�
XVH�HI¿FLHQF\��PDQDJLQJ�IRU�KHDOWK\�VRLO�FRQGLWLRQV��DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHVLOLHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�HFRV\VWHPV�WR�
recover from extreme climate and weather events while supporting continued use. This principle is achieved through 

continuous improvement across all criteria. Compliance with all local, national and international laws applicable to 

natural resource usage is mandatory. 

CRITERIA 
T   Environmental stewardship objectives are attained through adaptive management,with activities monitored  

      to achieve continuous improvement of measurable natural resource management outcomes.

T   Practices are implemented to improve air quality.

T���1HW�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV�HPLVVLRQV�IURP�WKH�EHHI�YDOXH�FKDLQ�DUH�PLQLPL]HG�RQ�D�SHU�XQLW�RI�SURGXFW�EDVLV�

T���1DWLYH�IRUHVWV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�IURP�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ��*UDVVODQGV��RWKHU�QDWLYH�HFRV\VWHPV��DQG�KLJK�FRQVHUYDWLRQ� 
      value areas are protected from land conversion and degradation.

T   Land management practices conserve and enhance the health of ecosystems and high conservation value  

      areas throughout all sectors of the beef value chain. 

T���:DWHU�UHVRXUFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�TXDOLW\�DQG�TXDQWLW\�DWWULEXWHV���DUH�UHVSRQVLEO\�DQG�HI¿FLHQWO\�PDQDJHG�WR� 
      support ecological function and availability.

T   Soil health is maintained or improved through implementation of appropriate management practices.

T   The beef value chain contributes to the maintenance or enhancement of native plant and animal  

      biological diversity.

T   Where available, feed sources are sustainably-produced.

PRINCIPLE 1 - NATURAL RESOURCES{ {

SEPTEMBER 2014
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Global sustainable beef stakeholders protect and respect human rights, and recognize  
the critical roles that all participants within the beef value chain play in their community  

regarding culture, heritage, employment, land rights and health.
INTENT
This principle and associated criteria are based upon respect for the rights of all human beings, and recognition and 

respect for their rich and diverse cultural heritage. Compliance with applicable laws is an underlying assumption 

and expectation, and we recognize there may be areas of inconsistency between these criteria and applicable laws.  

In the absence of law, or where there is a difference between these laws and these criteria, it is expected that the 

more stringent of the two will be adhered to. 

A commitment to continuous improvement means that performance gaps 

DUH�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�DGGUHVVHG��ZKLOH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�DFWLRQV�WDNHQ�PXVW�
maintain a balance between the three pillars of social responsibility, envi-

ronmental sustainability and economic viability.

CRITERIA
1. Companies and individuals throughout the beef value chain respect 

����KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*XLGLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV 
����RQ�%XVLQHVV�DQG�+XPDQ�5LJKWV1 through policies, regulation and due 

    diligence.

2. Business is conducted with integrity, in compliance with applicable  

    laws and regulations. Businesses throughout the value chain positively engage  

    with and support the local community. 

3. A safe and healthy work culture is adopted, supported by training and appropriate equipment to reduce the  

    risks to all in the Beef Value Chain.

4. Provide the legal minimum wage (where applicable), and opportunities for career development, where possible, 

    are made available throughout the value chain.

5. The cultural heritage and way of life of all parties are recognized and respected throughout the value chain.

6. Land and property rights are acknowledged and respected throughout the value chain.

1�³*XLGLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV�RQ�%XVLQHVV�DQG�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��,PSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�µ3URWHFW��5HVSHFW�DQG�5HPHG\¶� 
   Framework” http://www.business-humanrights.org/media/documents/ruggie/ruggie-guiding-principles-21-mar-2011.pdf :  

���WKH�ULJKWV�LQFOXGHG�DUH�XQGHUVWRRG�DW�D�PLQLPXP�DV�WKRVH�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%LOO�RI�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�WKH� 
���SULQFLSOHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�IXQGDPHQWDO�ULJKWV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�/DERXU�2UJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�)XQGDPHQWDO� 
   Principles and Rights at Work.

PRINCIPLE 2 - PEOPLE & THE COMMUNITY{ {
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SEPTEMBER 2014

INTENT
Animal use confers an ethical responsibility to ensure animal welfare; improvements in farm animal health and welfare 

FDQ�LPSURYH�SURGXFWLYLW\�DQG�IRRG�VDIHW\��DQG�KHQFH�OHDG�WR�HFRQRPLF�EHQH¿WV��7KHUH�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
animal health and welfare and the use of animals in agriculture also contributes to human well-being. In line with OIE 

JXLGDQFH�RQ�DQLPDO�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOIDUH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�¿YH�IUHHGRPV��WKLV�SULQFLSOH�DQG�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�FULWHULD�VHW�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
for the treatment of cattle throughout the value chain. 

Continuous improvement is key, consistent with the fact that some regional guidelines exceed OIE. An underlying  

assumption is that there is compliance with national and international regulations on animal health and welfare.

CRITERIA
�����$GHTXDWH�IHHG�DQG�ZDWHU�DUH�SURYLGHG�WR�PHHW�FDWWOH¶V�SK\VLRORJLFDO 
      needs. Diet composition is balanced to promote good health and proper 

      body condition. Animal caretakers recognize signs of malnutrition and 

������WDNH�DSSURSULDWH�DFWLRQ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�FRUUHFW�GH¿FLHQFLHV�

2.   Animal caretakers provide cattle with health care, in addition to identifying 

      health problems and taking appropriate action to control and treat disease.

3.  All veterinary pharmaceuticals and vaccines are used responsibly and in 

     accordance with labeling.

4.  Appropriate action is taken to minimize undue pain, injury and disease, 

�����DQG�WR�DGGUHVV�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�SUREOHPV�ZKHQ�LGHQWL¿HG��$�FRPSHWHQW�SHUVRQ 

     is available to make prompt diagnoses to determine whether sick or injured cattle should receive additional care or be 

     euthanized. In the interests of continuous improvement, alternatives and innovations are investigated and, where practical, 

     are adopted to replace or mitigate painful husbandry procedures.

5.  Good animal welfare is ensured, including the freedom for cattle to express normal patterns of behavior. Animal  

     caretakers should minimise cattle stress cattle, and recognize and react appropriately to signs of stress. 

6.  Cattle are kept in an environment (including stocking density, air quality and surfaces), which is conducive to good 

     health and normal behavior and minimizes physical discomfort.

����7UDQVSRUW��E\�ODQG��VHD�RU�DLU��DQG�KDQGOLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�DUH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�2I¿FH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�GHV�eSL]RRWLHV� 
������2,(��WKH�:RUOG�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�$QLPDO�+HDOWK��JXLGHOLQHV��

8.  Animal welfare procedures at processing plants, including slaughter procedures, are in line with the OIE terrestrial 

     animal health code.

PRINCIPLE 3 - ANIMAL HEALTH & WELFARE{ {
10

Global sustainable beef producers and processors respect  
and manage animals to ensure their health and welfare.



SEPTEMBER 2014

INTENT
This principle and criteria rely upon integrity and transparency for all members of the value chain. Related to this is the 

expectation that continuous improvements will be made in food safety, beef quality, information-sharing systems and 

ZDVWH�UHGXFWLRQ���,PSURYHPHQWV�DQG�LQGLFDWRUV�VKRXOG�EH�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�EDVHG��DQG�IRFXVHG�RQ�SUDFWLFDEOH�DQG�LPSDFWIXO�
areas, while taking consumer expectations and behavior into consideration.

CRITERIA
����)RRG�VDIHW\�LV�HQVXUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW��DGRSWLRQ��GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG��ZKHUH�DSSOLFDEOH� 
     third-party validation of practices throughout the value chain.  This includes the prompt resolution of all cases of food 

     safety contamination.

2.  Beef quality is ensured through the adoption, documentation, maintenance and validation of management systems 

     throughout the value chain.  All reasonable efforts are taken to ensure the quality of beef and co-products to participants 

     further down the value chain.

3.  Information should be shared both up and down the value chain to provide opportunities for participants to improve 

�����WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV��ZKLOH�UHVSHFWLQJ�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\��

����)RRG�ZDVWH�LV�UHGXFHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�YDOXH�FKDLQ��UHXVLQJ�DQG�UHF\FOLQJ�ZKHUHYHU�SUDFWLFDEOH��

PRINCIPLE 4 - FOOD{ {

Global sustainable beef stakeholders ensure the safety and quality of beef products  
and utilize information-sharing systems that promote beef sustainability.
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SEPTEMBER 2014

INTENT
7KH�FULWHULD�GH¿QHG�XQGHU�WKLV�SULQFLSOH�DLP�WR�LQFUHDVH�HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ��ZKLFK�DUH�VHHQ�DV�NH\�WR�FRQWLQXRXV�
LPSURYHPHQW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�EHHI�YDOXH�FKDLQ��(I¿FLHQF\�LPSURYHPHQWV�VKRXOG�DOVR�HQKDQFH�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�WKH�EHHI�LQGXVWU\�
WR�DGDSW�WR�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�FKDOOHQJHV��,QFUHDVHG�HI¿FLHQF\�WKURXJK�VKDUHG�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�VKRXOG�EH�
XQGHUSLQQHG�E\�VFLHQWL¿F�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�HQVXUHV�HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�VRXQG�DQG�VRFLDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�EHHI�SURGXFWLRQ��ZKLOH�
allowing and improving economic viability.

CRITERIA
1.   Cattle are selected and managed to continually optimize available resources and suit their environment,  

      while meeting market demand and consumer preferences.

2.   Waste is reduced and opportunities to reuse and recycle are maximized throughout the value chain.

3.   Product value and carcase utilization are maximized throughout the value chain

�����:DWHU�DQG�ODQG�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�PDQDJHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�YDOXH�FKDLQ�WR�HQVXUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�HI¿FLHQW�XVH�
�����(QHUJ\�XVH�LV�RSWLPL]HG�IRU�HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�SURGXFWLYLW\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�YDOXH�FKDLQ�
�����)HHG�DQG�IRUDJH�XVH�LV�RSWLPL]HG�IRU�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�ZHOIDUH�JRDOV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�FKDLQ�
�����3KDUPDFHXWLFDO��QXWULHQW�DQG�FKHPLFDO�XVH�LV�H[HFXWHG�VDIHO\�DQG�UHVSRQVLEO\��RSWLPL]LQJ�HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�SURGXFWLYLW\ 

      throughout the value chain. 

8.   Beef value chain stakeholders continually innovate, and responsibly use technologies and leading practices  

      to adapt to changes in climate, resource and market conditions.

PRINCIPLE 5 - EFFICIENCY & INNOVATION{ {

Global Sustainable Beef Stakeholders encourage innovation,  
optimize production, reduce waste and add to economic viability


